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DEFINITION 

• Philatelic Exhibit on a 

      Theme 

• MUST tell a Story 

• Includes material allowed 
in all other FIP Classes 

• PLUS Non-Philatelic items 
to help tell a better story  

• Philatelic material must be 
at least 50% of the exhibit  
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Medicine – Its History 
&  

Development 

 

Pages 1 – 4 + 128 

FIRST 4 PAGES + LAST 
PAGE 
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BENEFITS OF OPEN 
PHILATELY 

• Can exhibit a much wider 
range of subjects 

• A good “Toe in the Water” to 
exhibiting 

• General Public can enjoy and 
understand it 

• Attracts new exhibitors – who 
often progress to other 
classes  

• Allows lateral thinking in 
exhibits 
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RULES 

• Exhibit must tell a story – with  
Introduction      +   Ending 

 

• Title Page – needs to invite 
people to  

“Come and Look at Me” 

An item on Title Page may help – 

but not too big. 

 

Use a Computer – it looks better 
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TITLE PAGE 

• Title of the Exhibit – on Title Page 
ONLY 

• Title must be clear and easily 
understood 

• Title must be correct for the 
pages that follow 

• Must have an Introductory 
Statement = what story is being 
told 

• Must have a PLAN – chapters or 
sections 

• Must have a Bibliography/ main 
References – Title, Author, Year, 
Publisher 

 Why? – to help the judges with 
homework 
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THE BIG DIFFERENCE 

• Big Difference to other classes is 
the allowance of up to 50% non-
philatelic material 

• But it doesn’t have to be 50% - 
depends on what suits the story 

• How is it measured? 

 - NOT by counting number of 
items 

 - Non-philatelic material must not 
overwhelm the philatelic material 
– appearance a guide 

 - If in doubt – count non-philatelic 
material by half-pages 

 
9 



NON-PHILATELIC  ITEMS 

• Need Variety and Balance 

• Must be Original and owned by the 
exhibitor 

• Examples:    

    - Banknotes 

 - Newspaper cuttings - Photographs 

 - Cigarette Cards 

 - Beer mats 

 - Picture Postcards using picture 

       side only 

• 3-D material  - must fit in the frames 
– maximum 5mm thick 

• Must not include dangerous, 
prohibited or offensive material 
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WRITE-UP 

• Title on Title Page ONLY 

• Chapter Headings – clear & 
appropriate to story 

• Chapter Headings – same as in 
Plan 

• Font Size – text easy to read 

• Don’t write a book! 

• Need Philatelic + Non-Philatelic 
information 

• Perhaps Philatelic write-up in 
italics 
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PHILATELIC CONTENT 

• Must show a wide variety of 
philatelic material – postage 
stamps, postal stationery, 
postmarks, revenue stamps 

• Include a small philatelic study - 
e.g. 

 - South Africa WWII full size 
stamps + bantams 

 - Normal stamps + overprinted 
stamps 

• Must show philatelic knowledge 
in selection of material and 
write-up 
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TREATMENT 

• Title + Plan        10 points 

 - correct title + good plan 

• Treatment        20 points 

 - the STORY – how well is it told? 

 

 

• PRESENTATION – Does it look 
good + attractive 

 - only 5 points but good  
 Presentation worth more 
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KNOWLEDGE + RESEARCH 

• Philatelic  - 20 points 

• Non-Philatelic = Subject 

      - 15 points 

 

• Both must be clearly shown 
through choice of material and 
write-up 
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MATERIAL 

• Condition 10 points 

 - Good condition is important 

    - Philatelic + Non-philatelic items 

 

• Rarity  20 points 

 - Make sure Rarity is explained  

  and rare items easily seen 

    - Philatelic + Non-philatelic items 

 

• Rare item in bad condition =  

 + 1 point for Rarity and – 1 point 
for Condition 
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PHILATELIC STUDIES 

 

 

•Some examples 
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• RARE ITEMS 
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VALUE OF OPEN 
PHILATELY 

• Encourages people to try 
Exhibiting – they think “I could do 
that!” 

• Enjoyed by everyone – the 
exhibitor, the judges and the 
General Public – they can all  
  understand it 

• Makes Philately a more 
acceptable hobby to  the public 

 

WHY NOT HAVE A GO ? 
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